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The Greenway at Dry Creek

MASTER PLAN
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Vision Statement:

The vision for the Greenway at Dry Creek is to create a community centerpiece 
and destination like no other in the region; To capitalize on the natural wealth of 
the site and create strong linkages to/from the surrounding community.

Goals:

The Stitch - Using different pathways and features to interact with the stream 
and valley in distinct ways of individual exploration.

The Greenway - Linking key locations within Erlanger and neighboring 
communities through multiple transportation modes within a larger connective 
strategy.

The Source - Establishing green infrastructure and stakeholder collaboration for 
improving water quality before it reaches the stream. 

The Gallery - Creating a curated collection of nature-inspired features that 
promote environmental education and recreation.

The Support - Acquiring additional funding through local and regional 
partnerships.

Vision Statement & Goals
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Objectives

To Create a Master Plan for a Park in Erlanger that:

•	 Celebrates the unique qualities of the stream & valley;

•	 Builds upon the cohesive brand and architectural vocabulary of the 
City of Erlanger;

•	 Establishes the park as a centerpiece for Erlanger and Northern 
Kentucky;

•	 Provides connections throughout Erlanger and beyond by linking to 
local assets and trail systems

•	 Promotes a healthy stream valley of clean water, native species, and 
vibrant habitats;

•	 Creates a welcoming and safe space for leisure and exploration;

•	 Educates visitors about the importance of environmental 
stewardship.
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The Greenway at Dry Creek

AWARENESS:
INVENTORY & 

ANALYSIS
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
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Project Boundary
•	 Project limits follow existing and 

former Erlanger road and City owned 
property along the creekbed. 
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HYDROLOGY - WATERSHED

Ohio River Sub-watershed
•	 Water from along Erlanger Road flows 

into Dry Creek making its way into the 
Ohio River. 
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Existing Creekbed:
•	 Populated by native and invasive plant 

life

•	 Numerous waterfalls, many visible 
from road/path

•	 Visible storm and sewer structures

Downstream:
•	 Flow of creek empties to Dry Creek 

which passes through the Dry Creek 
Wastewater Treatment Plant.

•	 Dry Creek drains into the Ohio River.

Dry Creek

Ohio River
Watershed
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HYDROLOGY - UPSTREAM
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Upstream:
•	 The creek on the park site flows south 

from Erlanger, Elsmere and Florence.

Potential Runoff Sources:
•	 Turfway Park Racing and Gaming

•	 Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky 
International Airport

•	 Interstate 71/75 and Interstate 275

•	 Adjacent Neighborhoods and 
Businesses
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Ravine Areas:
•	 Proposed park follows creekbed 

which sits within a ravine.

•	 The adjacent land next to Erlanger 
Road is either wooded hills or drops 
off into the creek.

Clear Areas:
•	 There are a few cleared areas where 

structures or parking may be best 
suited. 

•	 These areas include old homestead 
areas and a section along Houston 
Road.

Flooding
•	 The site is situated within a 500 year 

flood plain therefor large flooding is a 
minimal risk
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Fairview Formation:
•	 The primary rock type in our proposed 

park area is the Fairview Formation. 

•	 Consisting of medium- to coarse-grained 
skeletal limestone in the lower part and 
fine-grained, silty limestone in the upper 
part, both parts being interbedded with 
shale and minor siltstone.

•	 This rock type is typical for streams in the 
area. 

•	 The susceptibility to erosion and brittle 
shale has already caused parts of the 
unused Erlanger Road to partially fall.
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Eden Silty Clay Loam:
•	 The primary soil type in the proposed 

park area is the Eden Silty Clay Loam. 

•	 This soil is common on hillsides and 
consists of well-drained, droughty soil 
that have a clayey subsoil.

•	 Provides adequate drainage and 
should be good for shrubs, grasses 
and perennials as well as healthy forest 
along the creek bed. 
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VEGETATION

Mature Forest:
•	 Populated with older significantly 

sized native trees

•	 Significant number of Sycamores and 
Maples

Successional Forest
•	 Understory vegetation with a mix of 

natives and invasive shrubs. 

•	 Typically occurs where landscapes 
have been disturbed for construction 
or on the sides of the creek bed. 

•	 Invasive removal recommended.

Meadow
•	 Flatter areas with grasses and wild 

flower. 

•	 Great daylight and good sightlines for 
views and vistas.
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Storm:
•	 Storm Water Infrastructure exists 

following the creek bed branches

Waste Sewer:
•	 Sewer Infrastructure also follows 

the creek bed through the 
proposed park site

Structures:
•	 Storm and Sewer Structures are 

visible in creek bed after years 
of erosion
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Potable Water:
•	 Water mains exist in the existing 

residential area to the west.

•	 Possible potable water connections 
at the south of the proposed park site 
at Houston Road and to the north at 
Turfway road. 

UTILITIES - WATER MAIN
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Height of Overhead Lines
•	 Overhead lines follow Erlanger Road

•	 Height of lines is low in many areas of 
proposed park site

Duke Energy Easement
•	 Along Erlanger Road an easement for 

Duke Energy to service the overhead 
electric line.
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UTILITIES - ELECTRICAL

Duke Energy 
Easement

Overhead Electric Line along Erlanger Road 
Looking at CirclePort Signage
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Noisy Areas:
•	 The main source of harsh noise 

comes from Interstate 275. This noise 
becomes more apparent the higher 
up you are and with less vegetation 
around you.

•	 Other harsh noise comes from trucks 
accessing the new warehouses to the 
East. This noise is only apparent when 
near Houston road

Quieter Areas:
•	 Multiple small waterfalls across the site 

provide significant masking of harsh 
noise while providing the sound  of 
moving water

•	 Denser forest areas provide noise of 
wildlife.
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CVG Loop Trail
•	 Proposed multi-use path circling the 

airport .

•	 Connects to other multi-use and on 
street bike paths in the area.

•	 Connections to larger trail networks to 
Covington and Cincinnati.

•	 Potential new mountain bike trail along 
Dry Creek.
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Connecting Public Amenities in Erlanger
•	 Creation of new multi-use path through 

proposed park site to connect to existing 
key Erlanger locations.

•	 Erlanger City Building.

•	 Kenton County Public Library Erlanger 
Branch.

•	 Potential new mountain biking trailhead.

ERLANGER LOOP TRAIL

Dry Creek
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Vehicles:
•	 Currently Erlanger road is publicly 

accessible from Houston Road to 
Sycamore Tree Lane. 

•	 There is gated access to Erlanger Road 
at Turfway

•	 There are areas of deterioration of 
Erlanger Road where the road is 
eroding into the creek bed. 

•	 Confusion point on Houston 
Road where trucks headed to the 
warehouses mistake Erlanger Road 
as the entrance. Along with another 
confusion point at Sycamore Tree Lane 
and Erlanger Road.
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Views:
•	 The ravine quality of the proposed 

park site obscures most distant views.

•	 Views at the upland area of the 
old homestead looking out across 
interstate 275

•	 looking inward back down Erlanger 
Road at the center of the park. 

Other views include: 
•	 Looking over the bridges into the 

creek bed.

•	 Looking up and down Erlanger road.
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Add some views from photos

View at Creekbed looking North

View of Meadow at Floodplain Terrace Zone

INTERNAL SITE VIEWS
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
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Key Map 1. Looking north up toward Turfway Road 2. The old homestead site looking toward I-275 3. The bridge where the creek forks join together

4. The meadow at the lower homestead site 5. In the creek; looking underneath the bridge from image 3 6. Wooded Hillside, east side of creek 7. In the Creek; creekbed character looking north
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SITE ANATOMY
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OPPORTUNITIES & CHALLENGES
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Typical Stone utilized on City Buildings, 
Park Restroom and Gateway Sign
•	 Manufacturer - Arriscraft

•	 Style - Ivory White Laurier

•	 Pattern - Ashlar

City of Erlanger Materials
Style - Ivory White Laurier
Pattern - Ashlar

Style - Ivory White Laurier
Pattern - Ashlar
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City of Erlanger Materials

Typical Retaining Walls Specifications 
•	 Manufacturer - Reading Rock

•	 Style - AB Classic, Hickory Blend

•	 Pattern - Ashlar

Pattern - Ashlar

•	 Typical Park Bench Specifications
•	 Manufacturer - DuMor

•	 Style - Bench 19

•	 Model # - 19-6 (6’ Bench) 19-8 (8’ Bench)

Typical Park Bench Specifications

Manufacturer - DuMor
Style - Bench 19
Model # - 19-6 ( 6’ Bench )  19-8 ( 8’ Bench )
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The Greenway at Dry Creek

EXPLORATION:
EARLY DESIGN 

CONCEPTS
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BUILDING A PARK STORY & SITE CONCEPT

PRELIMINARY SITE CONCEPT
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ARCHITECTURE CONCEPTUAL EXPLORATION
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BRANDING CONCEPTUAL EXPLORATION

Park Naming Exploration
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FEEDBACK ON THE INITIAL CONCEPTS
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The Greenway at Dry Creek

VISION:
MASTER PLAN
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GREENWAY SITE
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GREENWAY MASTER PLAN

Crown Pavilion

Acorn Overlook

Turfway Parking
(23 Spaces)

Parking (50 Spaces)

Culvert Canvas

Underpass Canvas

Tulip Poplar Tower
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Lobelia Stream 
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SITE SYSTEMS - QUEEN & CRESCENT PATH

Queen & Crescent
Multi-Use Path

Bikeway 
Connection

Bikeway 
Connection
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SITE SYSTEMS - ROADS AND PARKING

One-Way Road 
(Westbound Only

Two-Way Road 
with Shared Lane
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SITE SYSTEMS - SHARED ROADWAY CONCEPTS

Houston Road to Sycamore Lane
Roadway Concept Turfway Road to Park Center Shared Roadway Concept

One-Way Road
11’ Wide

Multi-use Path
8’ Wide

3’ Wide
Mountable

Divider
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SITE SYSTEMS - TRAILS AND WALKWAYS

Trailhead (Typical)
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SITE SYSTEMS - CANOPY WALK
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SITE SYSTEMS - GALLERY OF SITE FEATURES
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SITE SYSTEMS - ALL FEATURES AND TRAILS
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MASTER PLAN

Crown Pavilion

Acorn Overlook

Turfway Parking
(23 Spaces)

Parking (50 Spaces)

Culvert Canvas

Underpass Canvas

Tulip Poplar Tower

Sweetgum 
Overlook

The “Nest”

Confluence Classroom

Streamside Classroom

Leaf Swings

Lobelia Stream 
Overlook

Picnic Shelter Nature-Inspired 
Playground

Parking
(67 Spaces)

Dog Park with 
Parking (30 Spaces)

Houston Road

Turfway Road
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SITE FEATURES - SITE INSPIRATION
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SITE FEATURES - SITE ELEMENTS

THE TULIP POPLAR TOWER

THE ACORN

THE NEST

THE SWEETGUM OVERLOOK
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SITE FEATURES - SITE ELEMENTS

THE STREAMSIDE CLASSROOM

THE LEAF SWING THE TUBE BRIDGE

THE SWINGING NET BRIDGE

THE LOBELIA STREAM OVERLOOK
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SITE FEATURES - ARCHITECTURAL INSPIRATION
Civic Architecture of Erlanger

Park Material Addition
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SITE FEATURES - ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS

PICNIC SHELTER
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SITE FEATURES - ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS

PICNIC SHELTER/RESTROOM
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SITE FEATURES - ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS

THE CROWN PAVILION
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SITE FEATURES - ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS

THE CROWN PAVILION
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SITE FEATURES - CROWN BEACON INSPIRATION
KENTUCKY STATE TREE - TULIP POPLAR BLOSSOM
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SITE FEATURES - ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS

BRIDGE ENHANCEMENTS

BRIDGE ENHANCEMENTS
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SITE FEATURES - SIGNAGE INSPIRATION
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